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L2 module 111 receives incoming data packet of supported L3 
protocol, whose L2 address is unknown 
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L2 module 111 uses L3 routing information from forwarding table to 
transfer data packet 1) to another port on L2 module 111; 2) to 
another L2 module; or 3) to destination RPM via switch fabric 160 
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L2 module 111 receives incoming data packet of supported L3 
protocol type, whose L2 address is unknown 
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L3 routing engine determines that L3 routing information is not in 
forwarding table associated with L3 routing engine 121 



L2 module 111 sends data packet through switch 160 to default 
gateway address retrieved from L3 routing engine 121 
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Switch 160 distributes data packet to one of RPMs in Ethernet trunk 
aggregation group on round-robin basis 
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RPM performs look-up in forwarding table and routes data packet to 
correct L2 module or destination RPM 
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